
SERMON NOTES: The Pathway to His Presence 

(For Personal Study) 

Main Scripture: Matthew 22:37 - "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind." 

Central Thesis: 
True intimacy with God is not achieved through religious activity, but through a 
transformational relationship built on genuine love, deepened by appreciation, 
energized by emotional connection, and made possible by the Holy Spirit. 

Key Points: 

1. FOUNDED ON GENUINE LOVE (The Doorway) 

o Love is the foundation, not religious duty 

o Transform from transactional prayers to relational conversations 

o Love turns obligation into devotion 

2. CULTIVATED THROUGH APPRECIATION (The Atmosphere) 

o Gratitude shifts focus from circumstances to God's character 

o Thanksgiving is the gate to His presence (Psalm 100:4) 

o Create an atmosphere where intimacy thrives 

3. ENERGIZED BY EMOTIONAL CONNECTION (The Heartbeat) 

o God gave us emotions to connect with Him 

o Not led by feelings, but engaged by the Spirit 

o Move from servant to friend - sharing God's heart 

4. MADE POSSIBLE BY THE HOLY SPIRIT (The Bridge) 

o We cannot manufacture intimacy alone 

o Holy Spirit draws us, whispers God's love 

o Yield to His leading for true connection 

Personal Reflection Questions: 

• What percentage of my prayers are requests vs. expressions of love? 

• When did I last feel truly connected to God emotionally? 

• How can I make gratitude a daily spiritual discipline? 



• What practical step can I take this week to yield more to the Holy Spirit? 

Key Prayer: 
"Father, teach me to love You for who You are, not just what You give. Holy Spirit, draw 
me into deeper intimacy. Connect my heart to Yours. Amen." 

 


